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SUBJ: PROVOS HIJACK HELICOPTER FOR ATTACK IN NI 

1. PROVISIONAL IRA ON JANUARY 24 HIJACKED HELICOPTER OWNED BY 
PRIVATE COMPANY IN DOEGAL. HELICOPTER WAS USED TO DROP HOMEMADE 
BOMBS IN MILD CHURNS ON POLICE/ARMY BARRACKS JUST 
ACROSS NI BORDER IN STRABANE, COUNTY TYRONE. 

BOMBS FAILED EXPLODE BUT ADVENTURE, CLUMSY AS 
IT WAS, HAS PROVIDED ANOTHER PROPAGANDA BOOST EOR PROVOS. GOI 
IS VISIBLY EMBARRASED, ESPECIALLY SINCE THIS IS SECOND 
HIJACKING FROM SAME FIRM (SEE DUBLIN 1456), AND SINCE IT 
FOLLOWED CLOSELY ON VEHEMENTLY ANTI-IRA SPEECH BY JUSTICE 
MINISTER (DUBLIN 0086). OPPOSITION FIANNA PAIL PARTY IS 
SUCCESSPULLY EXPLOITING INCIDENT. STATEMENT BY SHADOW MINISTER 
FOR JUSTICE SAYS THAT JUSTICE MINISTER COONEY'S WORDS "RING VERY 
HOLLOW." 

COMMENT: THIS KIND OF INCIDENT IS, OF COURSE, MUCH EASIER TO 
DEPLORE IN HINDSIGHT THAN TO PREVENT. NEVERTHELESS, GOI HAS 
REASON TO BE EMBARRASSED, AND WE SURMISE THAT COSGRAVE WILL BE 
LOOKING HARD FOR WAYS TO DEMONSTRATE SINCERITY OF ANTI-IRA FEELINGS. 
SINCE INCIDENT DID NOT KILL ANYONE, THERE IS INVEITABLE HUMAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 DUBLIN 00135 251618Z 

TENDENCY TO LAUGH AT OPERA-BOUFPE ASPECTS. WE DO NOT DOUBT, 
HOWEVER, THAT PROVOS INTENDED BOMBS TO EXPLODE. HAD THEY 
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DONE so, THEY COULD HAVE DONE EXTENSIVE DAMAGE, SINCE THEY 
MISSED BARRACKS AND LANDED IN SETTLED AREA. 
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